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LOCAL REPORT

The Netherlands may be home to fewer than 18 
million inhabitants, but it plays an outsized role in the 
European lubricants industry. Thanks to the ports of 
Rotterdam and Amsterdam, the country remains a 
major entry point for base oils, additives and finished 
lubricants destined for markets across Europe. Several 
international oil companies, independent blenders and 
storage operators have significant operations in the 
Rotterdam region, reinforcing the country’s strategic 
importance within the lubricant value chain.

Stable market, higher value products
The Dutch lubricant market is estimated at 
approximately 110,000–120,000 tonnes annually, 
with automotive lubricants accounting for roughly 
55-60% of demand and industrial lubricants 
making up the remainder. While overall volumes 
have remained relatively stable in recent years, 
value growth is increasingly driven by premium 
synthetic formulations, OEM-approved products and 
specialty industrial lubricants rather than by higher 
consumption volumes. 

Industrial demand remains supported by the country’s 
strong logistics, food processing, manufacturing, 
offshore, marine and chemical sectors. At the 
same time, customers are increasingly focused on 
operational efficiency, longer drain intervals and 
sustainability targets, driving demand for higher-
performance lubricant technologies.

Electrification reshaping demand
The Dutch vehicle parc now exceeds 9 million 
passenger cars and remains one of the most electrified 
in Europe. Government incentives, a dense charging 
infrastructure and ambitious climate objectives have 

accelerated the adoption of battery electric and hybrid 
vehicles.

As a result, traditional passenger car motor oil 
demand is gradually declining. Longer service 
intervals, improved engine efficiency and increasing EV 
penetration continue to place downward pressure on 
lubricant volumes. Nevertheless, lubricant complexity 
continues to increase. Modern internal combustion 
engines require advanced low-viscosity formulations 
meeting stringent OEM specifications, creating 
opportunities for suppliers that can deliver technical 
expertise and high-performance products.

Growth opportunities are emerging in EV-specific 
fluids, e-transmission lubricants, thermal management 
fluids and specialized greases designed for electric 
mobility applications.

Sustainability and circular economy
Sustainability is becoming one of the most important 
factors influencing lubricant purchasing decisions 
in the Netherlands. As one of Europe’s leaders in 
circular economy initiatives, the country has created 
favourable conditions for the development of 
re-refined base oils, biodegradable lubricants and 
lower-carbon supply chains.

Across both automotive and industrial markets, 
customers increasingly expect suppliers to 
demonstrate environmental performance alongside 
technical capability. This trend is accelerating interest 
in higher-quality Group III base oils, renewable 
feedstocks and products designed to extend 
equipment life while reducing overall environmental 
impact.

The Dutch lubricants market is undergoing a gradual but profound 
transformation. Electrification, sustainability initiatives and Europe’s 
changing industrial landscape are reshaping demand, while the country 
continues to strengthen its position as one of Europe’s key lubricant trading 
and blending hubs.
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European industry focus turns to Amsterdam
The Netherlands will take centre stage for the 
European lubricants industry when Amsterdam hosts 
the 2026 UEIL Annual Congress from 30 September to 
2 October. Under the theme*”Formulating the Future: 
Driving Innovation for Global Competitiveness,”* the 
event will bring together lubricant manufacturers, 
additive suppliers, distributors and industry leaders 
from across Europe to discuss sustainability, 
international trade, innovation and regulatory 
developments. 

The choice of Amsterdam reflects the Netherlands’ 
strategic importance within the European lubricants 
sector and highlights its role as a leading hub for 
trade, storage, blending and technological innovation. 

Outlook
Like many mature European markets, the Dutch 
lubricants sector is unlikely to experience significant 
volume growth in the coming decade. However, 
opportunities remain strong in synthetic lubricants, 
industrial specialties, sustainable formulations and 
electrification-related fluids. Success will increasingly 
depend on technical differentiation, environmental 
performance and the ability to support customers 
through an increasingly complex mobility and 
industrial landscape.
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